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Led by Chairman A. H. Graham, a group of state highway officials participated in a Traffic Engi- 


RALEIGH, N. C. 


Highway Officials Attend Institutes 


neering Institute and City Street Superintendents School held at Chapel Hill recently. Pictured above, 
left to right, are: First Row—Assistant Director Clifford Pace, Institue of Government; H. W. Kuffner, 
Director of Public Works, Durham; District Engineer N. J. Cromer, Division Eight; Chairman Graham; 
City Manager R. W. Flack. Durham; District Engineer R. V. Biberstein, Division Three; State Mainte- 
nance Engineer B. W. Davis; Safety Director James P. Dodge. 

Second Row—Street Supt. M. C. Croom, Kinsten; Planning Director Frank L. Dieter, Durham; As- 
sistant Engineer H. B. Christie, Durham; J. S. Burch, Engineer of Statistics and Planning; District 
Engineer H. H. Weaver, Division Nine; Capt. C. M. Stutts, Police Department, Winston-Salem; Land- 


scape Engineer Frank H. Brant; District Engineer J. B. Cutchin, Division Two. 


Third Row—District Engineer J. W. Taylor, Division Four; City Engineer Frank Cothran, Rocky 
Mount; District Engineer H. M. Burgin, Division Seven; George L. Bailey, Public Works Dept., Raleigh; 
City Engineer James H. Findlay, Gastonia; Street Supt. C. F. Misenheimer, Brevard; District Engineer 
L. H. Gunter, Division Five; Fred A. Hurd, Yale Bureau of Highway Traffic; Traffic Engineer R. A. Burch. 
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PURCHASING 
PROBLEMS 


BY W. G. REAVES 
Assistant Purchasing Agent 


Price adjustments cannot begin 
to take place until the supply begins 
to balance demands. This means 
that just as supply adjustments will 
be staggered insofar as time is con- 
cerned, a similar variant will be 
manifest in price adjustments. The 
upward trend of prices has left 
many items below the long term 
relationship between their price 
structures and the general price 
‘evel. The outlook is for these prices 

) ereep upward, reflecting higher 
wage cost. 

Up, Up, Up 

For a while most reports indi- 
cated that price increases had prac- 
tically reached their peak, but from 
recent reported increases, the peak 
is yet to come, with trend of in- 
creases continuing. The latest report 
on whole sale food prices indicated 
prices had slowed down somewhat 
during the past few weeks, but the 
averages still go higher. As it ap- 
pears to the writer, higher is 


correct. 


Lumber Prices Unstable 


_ According to a recent journal, 


_ (Continued on page three) 
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February Accident Rate Shows Decrease; 


Division Two Employee Killed In Wreck 


Annual Meetings 
End At Asheville 


The annual division meetings held 
by State Construction Engineer 
W. E. Hawkins to brief field per- 
sonnel on the 1947 construction pro- 
gram ended in Asheville March 15. 

A large group of employees from 
the Eighth and Ninth divisions gat- 
hered at Statesville March 14 to 
hear a discussion of plans, contracts 
and specifications for the $25,000,- 
000 construction program. Dinner 
was served at the Iredell Prison 
Camp. 

The Tenth Division meeting was 
held at the Buncombe county court- 
house with 50 employees attending. 
State Highway Engineer W. Vance 
Baise was among the highway of- 
ficials speaking at the meeting. 

' Division Eight 

Division Engineer Z. V. Stewart 
and Assistant Engineer J. H. Coun- 
cill headed the Division Eight em- 
ployees attending the Statesville 
/meeting. Others were: R. B. Fitz- 
gerald, H. B. Morris, E. Ford King, 
Jr., B. F. Macon, B. S. Perkins, 

(Continued on page three) 
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Raleigh—A total of 99 accidents 
were reported within the State 
Highway and Public Works Com- 
mission during February as com- 
pared with 1380 accidents in Jan- 
uary, Safety Director James P. 
Dodge reported. 

Jesse E. Bell, a Division Two em- 
ployee, was fatally injured Feb- 
ruary 14 when the highway truck 
he was driving collided with a taxi 
near Morehead City. He died of 
internal injuries. 

There were 73 accidental injuries 
and 26 equipment injuries reported 
last month, Dodge said. Fifty-three 
were minor and 20 involved lost 
time. “This reflects an improve- 
ment of 24 percent in total number 
of accidents,” he explained, “and 35 
percent in accidental injuries under 
the January record of 130 accidents 
and 111 injuries reported.” 


Causes of Injuries 

Causes of injuries were listed as 
follows: handling of objects, 8; 
hand tools, 16; striking against ob- 
jects, 1; falling objects, 9; falls of 
persons, 9; operation of motor ve- 
hicles, 12; operation of other ve- 
hicles, 1; hot substances or flames, 
(Continued on page four) 


A 


Friday, March 28, 1947 


1,425 Miles Of 
New And Rebuilt 
Roads Completed 


Raleigh — North Carolina com- 
pleted the construction or rebuild- 
ing of 1,425 miles of roads during 
1946, State- Highway Engineer W. 
Vance Baise has announced. 

More than half of the total mile- 
age completed was on county roads, 
he said, with the remainder of work 
accomplished on the rural state 
highway and urban road systems. 
Construction projects not completed 
at the end of the year were not in- 
cluded in the report. 

Only the construction of new 
roads completed or changing of old 
roads to higher types were listed, 
Baise emphasized. Improvements 
such as bituminous surface treat- 
ing, recapping or widening were 
not included in the total mileage. 

County Roads 

There were 1,256 new or rebuilt 
miles of the rural county road sys- 
tem completed, as follows: graded 
and drained, 43; soil surfaced, 11; 
gravel and stone, 423; bituminous 
surface treated, 570; bituminous 
concrete, 114; all others, 4. 

The highway engineer said 143 
miles of the rural state highway 
system were completed, as follows: 
graded and drained, 12; gravel and 
stone, 8; bituminous surface treat- 
ed, 92; bituminous concrete, 8; 
Portland Cement concrete, 17; all 
others, 3. 

A total of 22 miles were com- 
pleted on the urban county road 
system, and two miles on the urban 
state highway system. 


RECORD CATCH 


Raleigh—R. G. Johnson, traffic 
expert in the Purchasing Division, 
landed a 71%4 pound large-mouthed 
bass at Lake Myra near here March 
15. 

“lve been casting 11 years and 
it’s the largest bass I’ve ever 
caught,’” the veteran angler said, 
smiling. 


MRS. NICKELS RETURNING 


Raleigh—Mrs. Claire HE. Nickels, 
senior stenographer in the Right- 
of-Way Department here, was sche- 
duled to return to work about 
April 1. She is the proud mother 
of a baby girl born February 2. 
Mrs. Yvonne Shore has been sub- 
stituting for Mrs. Nickels during 
her absence. 
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COMMENDATION 

Highway forces are more 
or less accustomed to having 
their hard work during the 
year taken for granted by the 
motoring public. Working 
steadily in all kinds of weat- 
her, they frequently have to 
work day and night during 
emergencies to keep roads and 
bridges open to travel. 

Henry L. Bridges, the new 
State Auditor, noticed the re- 
cent fine work of highway 
forces in keeping the state 
highways clear during the re- 
cent bitter winter weather. 
His comments, in a letter ad- 
dressed to Chairman A. H. 
Graham, will be welcomed by 
appreciative highway employ- 
ees. His letter follows: 

“TI wish to extend my hearty 
commendation to you and the 
members of your Department 
for the excellent work per- 
formed in clearing the high- 
way of snow on March 8th. I 
had occasion to drive through 
the central part of the State 
and much to my surprise on 
Saturday night I found all the 
main highways clear and dry. 

“T understand all the secon- 
dary roads were clear within 
36 hours after the snow stop- 
ped falling. I think this was a 
job well done and those who 
work long hours are deserv- 
ing of the highest commenda- 
tion. 

' “Not only in the instance of 
removing snow, but I think 
the Highway Department is 
doing an excellent job in keep- 
ing the highways in good con- 
dition.” 


EDITORIAL COMMENT | 


SAFETY RULES 


The Pennsylvania State 
Highway Department has is- 
sued 17 rules for safe motor- 
ing with its official road map: 

1. Always be alert. Let 
nothing distract your atten- 
tion from the job of driving. 

2. Approach pedestrians 
with caution. Be ready to 
make a quick safe stop. 

3. Always remain a suf- 
ficient distance behind the car 
in front of you to be able to 
stop safely. 

4. Slow-moving vehicles 
must keep to the extreme right 
of the highway. They are an 
accident hazard, inviting fool- 
ish motorists to make danger- 
ous passes. 

5. When an officer signals 
for you to stop, drive to the 
extreme right of the highway 
and give notice of your inten- 
tion to the vehicle which is be- 
hind you. 

6. Always slow down be- 
fore reaching a curve. 

7. Instead of coasting 
around a curve, keep your car 
in gear and feed the gas 
cautiously. 

8. Never jam your brakes. 
Best braking power is obtain- 
ed by applying and releasing 
the brakes intermittently with 
a pumping motion. 

9. Permit clutch to remain 
engaged in slowing down. 

10. To insure safety, use 
the same gear in descending 
a steep grade as you would 
have to use to ascend it. 

11. If your car starts to 
skid, keep it in gear and turn 
the front wheels in the direc- 
tion of the skid. 

12. Never over-drive your 
headlights at night. A good 
rules is to drive two-thirds as 
fast by night as you do by day. 
SUN-DOWN—SLOwW Down! 

18. Keep your windshield 
clean. A dirty windshield is 
especially hazardous at sun- 
down and at night. 

14. Be on the alert at night 
for identification lights of 
trucks and buses. These in- 
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4US OLD TIMERS 
NEVER GET 
HURT=IT'S THEM 
NEW GUYS Yee 
GOTTA WATCH? 


dicate the presence of a large, 
slow-moving vehicle. 

15. Never operate a car 
more than four hours with 
less than 30 minutes’ relaxa- 
tion, or more than eight hours 
with less than two hours’ rest. 

16. Keep your car under 
control while passing children 
who are walking or playing 
along the highway. 

17. Avoid looking directly 
at the lights of an oncoming 
car at night. An eye is a 
sensitive instrument which is 
quickly blinded by glare. 

—Motor NEws 


BANNERS AND BELLS 


The revolt of Wyoming re- 
sidents against the reckless 
tactics adopted by visiting 
California drivers is shown by 
a bill introduced into the Wyo- 
ming Legislature. This would 
require vehicles from Cali- 
fornia to be equipped with red 
banners and loud bells. 

The bill emphasizes that 
while the Wyoming citizens 
“in their zeal for exemplify- 
ing Western hospitality are 
most desirous of extending a 
cordial welcome to the resi- 
dents of California,”’ still the 
traffic toll and fatal motor ac- 
cidents attributed to residents 
of that State are described as 
“most appalling.” 

Therefore it is urged that 
the California Legislature ad- 


monish the people of that 


State to observe the following 
regulations: That all cars en- 
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Today’s Chuckles 


He: “Why is it that the most im- 


portant men on the campus always > 


get the prettiest girls?” 
She: “Why you conceited thing.” 
* * * 


Excerpts from the diary of a 
female voyager: 

Monday: “Was flattered to be 
placed at the captain’s table.” 

Tuesday: “Spent the morning on 
the bridge. The captain seems to 
like me.’ 

Wednesday: ‘The captain’s propo- 
sals are unbecoming to an officer 
and a gentleman.” 

Thursday: “The captain threa- 
tens to sink the ship if I do not 
agree to his proposal.” 

Friday: “I have saved 600 lives.” 

*k * * 

He: “And now I’m going to steal 
a little kiss.” 

She: “Well, let the crime wave 
begin.” 

* * * 

Old Colored Mammy: 
a ticket fo’ Florence.” 

Ticket Agent (after ten weary 
minutes of thumbing over railroad 
guides): “Where is Florence? 

Mammy. “Sitting over dar on de 
bench.” 


“Tse wants 


* Eo 

He: “Is my face dirty, or is it my 
imagination?” 

She: “Your face is clean; I don’t 
know about your imagination.” 

* * * 

Two .personable young women 
were viewing paintings on display 
at an art exhibition. They came up- 
on a nude which one of the girls 
recognized as a painting of her 
companion. 

“I didn’t know you posed in the 
nude,” she said, astonished. 

“T certainly do not,” was the in- 
dignant reply. “He painted it from 
memory.” 

* * * 

A school teacher tells about a 
little boy whose coat was so difficult 
to fasten that she went to his as- 
sistance. As she tugged at the hook, 
she said, “Did you mother hook 
this coat for you?” 

“No,” was the reply, “she bought 
ate 


tering Wyoming be provided 
with at least two red flags 
each three feet square, and 
two bells six inches in dia- 
meter, to “ring constantly 
while the car is in motion 


. the visitor may lease 


ana tags bells and other ac- 


couterments at ne oe on 


entry for $2 a trip.” 
New York Times 
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ANNUAL MEETINGS 


(Continued from page one) 

J. T. Winkler, J. B. Clifton, J. E. 
Doughton, R. M. Bradshaw, C. S. 
Lewis, George Price, L. C. Hanks, 
H. M. Bivens, L. D. Gaither, A. L. 
Myers, H. E. Koontz, J. R. Clement. 

P. J. DuPre, L. B. Myers, J. A. 
Cutrell, J. E. Leftwich, C. K. Smith, 
W. U. D. Pitts, C. P. Kincaid, E. L. 
Pinson, J. M. Gwyn, E. F. Neal, 
J. D. Gwyn, K. S. Gibson, W. R. 
Pendleton, J. H. Lowry, H. G. John- 
son, R. V. Hayes. 


Division Nine 

Division Nine was represented 
by 59 employees, the largest num- 
ber of any of the three western 
divisions. Those attended included 
Division Engineer H. E. Noell, As- 
sistant Engineer E. L. Kemper, 
De iy Rink, Rei de Albert.e P.-L. 
Cantrell, W. T. Jones, E. C. Mc- 
Millan, E. M. Tate, D. D. Wright, 
H. B. Shearer, W. J. Edwards, Jr., 
W. M. Andrews, Jr., B. W. Connor, 
W. B. Wellmon, T. oi Henkel, P. B. 
Brown, M. F. Tucker, J. L. Mc- 
Clure, F. P. Poovey. 

A. O. Bumgarner, N. A. Lewis, 
H. F. Arledge, E. A. Crowder, C. O. 
Bridges, R. W. Carlton, E. R. Mc- 
Gimpsey, K. W. Rabb, T. M. Aus- 
tell, J. C. Gaither, W. T. Harbin, 
Richard Danner, R. L. Efird, J. L. 
Jolly, W. M. Runyan, C. W. Self, 
W. H. Barrett, D. L. Cash, K. E. 
Bowman, K. M. Laughridge. 

J. M. Tyler, Harold Thompson, 
E. A. Hill, R. 8. Harris, R. E. Geer, 
A. R. Thompson, B. C. Chandler, 
John Tallent, F. T. Davis, J. L. 
Wakefield, G. J. Berry, V. B. Mil- 
ler, C. L. Rector. 

Division Ten 

Those attending the Asheville 
meeting from Division Ten includ- 
ed Assistant Division Engineer 
W. M. Corkill, G. G. Page, F. L. 
Hutchinson, Roy Kanipe, Geo. R. 
Prescott, S. T. Usry, C. V. Verner, 
C. W. Lee, J. R. Staleup, L. E. 
Shehi, J. E. Brookshire, F. K. 
Westwood, J. J. Swan, S. W. Kear- 
ney, J. C. Northcott, W. A. Banner, 
C. D. McKeithan, R. L. Patillo, 
H. E. Barnard. 

C. H. Payne, G. A. Mauney, J. L. 
Banner, H. L. Lawhon, Ray Robin- 
son, G. M. Durner, C. L. Curtis, 
W. R. McDaniel, W. B. Ferguson, 
C. P. Baldwin, P. B. Williams, E. T. 
Byrd, Everett Thomas, G. E. Bas- 
kerville, A. E. Snelson, H. D. Aiken, 
W. H. Stevens. 


A cute little lass approached the 
floorwalker and asked, “Do you 
have any notions on this floor?” 

The floorwalker looked her over, 
and then remarked, “Yes madam, 
but we suppress them during work- 
ing hours.” 

af 
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Division 


First Division 


‘Sam Powell, pridgekeepsr at the 
Knobbs Creel ” Bridge, Elizabeth 
City, has received a letter from 
Col. G. T. Derby, district engineer 
of the War Department Corps of 
Engineers, thanking Powell for his 
assistance during a recent inspec- 
tion tour held by the officer. 

The proposed highway on the 
Outer Banks connecting Hatteras, 
Buxton and Avon should be well 
along toward completion by mid- 
summer if plans are completed as 
scheduled, Commissioner Merrill 
Evans said recently. He said that 
the Standard Oil Companys new 
channel and dock at Cape Hatteras 
would be available for use by the 
road contractor who is awarded 
the project. 

Despite recent high waters and 
freezing weather, construction for- 
ces have continued to make pro- 
gress on the Williamston bridge 
project. 

Second Division 

Commissioner John Clark of 
Greenville inspected county roads 
in Washington county recently, and 
said the paving of NC 99, known 
locally as the Turnpike Road, would 
be resumed soon. W. Roy Hampton 
and John W. Darden accompanied 
Clark on his tour. 

Sixth Division 

Party Chief H. A. (Uncle Alex) 
Tate and his two assistants from 
the Raleigh Location Department 
have moved to Asheboro to make 
rock sounding surveys on several 
highway locations in this division. 

Party Chief C. R. Dodson of 
Asheboro is now looking after two 
survey parties—one in Randolph 
and one in Robeson counties. 

EK. R. Partin, gang sub-foreman 
in Scotland county, died March 8 
of pneumonia at the Veterans Hos- 
pital in Fayetteville. He is survived 
by his wife and a four-year-old son. 

Two contractors plan to start 
work immediately on projects in this 
division. E. W. Grannis said he 
would begin grading on Project 
5788 on NC 22 from Gray’s Chapel 
to Climax. R. P. Dowtin is resident 
engineer. Blythe Brothers reported 
work would begin on Project 5651 
in Moore county. This project be- 
gins in Aberdeen on US 1 with a 
spur connecting US 501-15 toward 
Laurinburg and NC 211 toward 
Raeford. S. P. Swaringen is re- 
sident engineer. 

The Sixth Division now has one 
of the new 100-ton-per-hour Cedar 
Rapids rock crushers. It is located 
east of Parks Cross Roads in Ran- 
dolph county. Operations are ex- 
pected to begin immediately. 

Division Engineer L. E. Whit- 


Roundup 


field is now riding in a new Ford. 
His old Buick refuses to get him 
back home safely. 

R. G. Shepherd, Jr., highway in- 
spector in the Hodetonenc Depart- 
ment, has been transferred from 
the Seventh Division to the Sixth 
Division and will be assigned to 
Project 6-464 in Robeson county. 

C. N. Moore, Chatham county 
maintenance supervisor, is back on 
his feet again after being confined 
to his bed with “flu.” 

Instrumentman David Oliver, 
who worked in this division for the 
Location Department, resigned 
March 8 to join the Federal Hous- 
ing Administration in Greensboro. 

George Yow of RFD 2, Randle- 
man is back on the job after a seige 
of “flu.” George has driven a truck 
for the Highway Commission for 23 
years. He claims to have worn out 
eight trucks and patched 300 flat 
tires, 250 of these during the war. 
In December he was assigned a new 
Ford truck—E. C. Darden, Re- 
porter. 

Seventh Division 

W. F. Boatwright, a 48-year-old 
motor grader operator, died at his 
home on Route 1, Waxhaw, March 
8 after being eke with a cere- 
bral hemmorrhage the same day. 
He had been an employee of the 
Highway Commission since April 
15, 1941. 

Commissioner Ben E. Douglas 
announced recently that tentative 
plans for an entirely new Charlotte 
-Monroe highway are being studied. 
The proposed project would be 
located eastward of the present 
road and would by-pass downtown 
Monroe. 

Tenth Division 

Work will be resumed this month 
on the 4.7-mile road connecting the 
Blue Ridge Parkway at Toe River 
Gap with the peak of Mount Mit- 
chell, according to Division Engi- 
neer J. C. Walker. Construction of 
the road began officially last May 
14 with a ceremony at the Gap. 


PURCHASING PROBLEMS 


(Continued from page one) 
there is still uncertainty in the 
lumber market. Prices are very 
unstable at this time, but the better 
suppliers are trying to sell their 
lumber at a reasonable price. Hard- 
wood lumber is exceedingly high 
and price is not expected to drop 
until demand slackens. 

Many operators whose mills were 
closed during recent years, or were 
doing very little for the past year, 
are now planning to start product- 
ion, and, undoubtedly, there will be 
an increase all along the line with 
the coming of good weather. We 


cae 


trust that this analysis is correct 
and some improvement will be 
noted. 

Maintenance Supplies Scarce 

Maintenance supplies, such as 
shovels, pick axes, brushkillers, 
handles of all kinds, etc., are as 
slow, if not slower, in Helier now 
than during recent years. We do 
not expect much improvement in 
delivery on these items in the near 
future. Demands seem to be in 
excess of production. Prices on these 
items are also continuing to rise. 

Office equipment and supplies are 
steadily improving. Prices on these 
items have practically reached the 
peak with no drastic increase in 
sight. Deliveries are improving 
slightly, as demands slacken. Steel 
file cabinets are not plentiful but 
delivery is somewhat better. Elec- 
tric and hand calculators are in 
slow delivery, being from six to ten 
months. Other miscellaneous office 
equipment has a trend of becoming 
normal. 

s Tips on Tire Care 

Tires and tubes still are not as 
plentiful as in normal years. A 
recent bulletin on rubber news 
states that maintaining proper air 
pressure is probably the most im- 
portant single factor in obtaining 
longer tire life. This bulletin went 
further and stated that the valve 
on an inside dual should never be 
allowed to touch the brake drum. 

Brake drums get hot .. . some- 
time above 500 degrees. if valve is 
in contact with the drums, this heat 
is transmitted directly to tube and 
tire. The writer is of the opinion 
that these are timely hints and 
could be of some benefit to equip- 
ment operators in conservation of 
tires and tubes. 

Outstanding Orders Reduced 

In one of the recent issues, we 
emphasized the prevalence of num- 
erous outstanding orders, and sug- 
gested some action from our field 
forces in an effort to curtail some 
of the accumulations of backorders 
now pending. The response, from 
a few divisions, has been extremely 
beneficial, to all concerned, and we 
are looking forward to the other 
divisions following suit. 

When one speaks of “D” day, we 
normally think of this as being a 
historical day of event, but in the 
purchasing field, the symbol “D” 
day is beginning to take light as 
meaning “Delivery Day.” Delivery 
information, accordingly, is of 
prime importance not only to men 
in purchasing, but to management, 
production, finance, and sales, and 
to others concerned. Next report 
from this office will be devoted fully 
to “Delivery Time,” on items as 
complied from data furnished by 


manufacturers as reported by one 
of the most up-to-date journals on 
purchasing. 
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Betterment Work 
Dominates March 
25 Road Letting 


Raleigh—North Carolina is pre- 
paring for the spring construction 
season with a heavy accent on 
county road betterment work. 

Twelve of 17 projects scheduled 
to be let here March 25 were state 
betterment projects located on se- 
condary and county roads. 

The 17 projects involved 144 
miles of road work at an estimated 
cost of $1,669,000, Chairman A. H. 
Graham said. 

Federal-Aid 

Greene—Grading and bituminous sur- 
facing of 1.88 miles on NC 123 from 
Hookerton to Maury. 

Wayne—Grading, bituminous surfacing 
and structures of 11.18 miles between US 
17 and NC 222. 

Orange-Durham—Construction of struc- 
tures on US 70 between Hillsboro and Dur- 
ham, 

Ashe—Grading, bituminous surfacing and 
structures of 4.57 miles on NC 16 from 
Jefferson to a point 8.6 miles southeast of 
Jefferson. 

Henderson-Buncombe—Grading, bitumin- 
ous surfacing and structures of 8.38 miles 
from junction with US 74 at Fairview to 
junction with US 25 at Fletcher. 

State Betterment 

Pitt—Sand asphalt surfacing of 8.6 miles 
on US 264 west of Greenville northwest 
through Arthur to NC 121 north of Farm- 
ville. 

Wilson—Grading and sand asphalt sur- 
facing of 9.56 miles on NC 58 from the 
Greene county line to US 264. 

Wayne—Grading and bituminous surfac- 
ing of 6.2 miles from Fremont to the 
Wilson county line. 

Ashe—Grading and bituminous surfacing 
of 2.45 miles from West Jefferson to War- 
rensville. 

Johnston—Bituminous surfacing of 7.59 
miles from Stancil Chapel southeast to US 
801 at Kenly. 

Johnston—Bituminous surfacing of 5.94 
miles from Wilson Mills to NC 42 on a 
county road. 

Mecklenburg-Union—Bituminous surfac- 
ing of 3.1 miles from a point in Mathews 
along US 74 8.1 miles toward Monroe. 

Union—Bituminous retreatment of 34.15 
miles from Monroe to the South Carolina 
state line, from Mecklenburg county line 
to NC 75 in Waxhaw on NC 16, from NC 
200 to US 74 on a county road, from Wolf 
Pond Road south of Monroe 6.9 miles on 
a county road and streets in Wingate. 

Mecklenburg—Overhaul, conditioning and 
bituminous surfacing of 6.40 miles from 
Belt Road at Alexanders Store to Secrest 
Short Cut on a county road, from Mint 
Hill to Wilgrove on a county road and 
from NC 27 to Robinson Chureh on a 
county road. 

Richmond—Overhaul, conditioning and 
sand asphalt surfacing of 14.40 miles on 
seven sections of county roads in the vicin- 
ity of Hamlet and Rockingham. 

Surry—Bituminous surfacing and struc- 
tures of 3.85 miles from US 21 to Mountain 
Park. 

_Lincoln-Gaston—Bituminous surfacing of 
17.05 miles from the Catawba county line 
to the Mecklenburg county line on NC 16. 


“Up-si-daisy,” said the old lady 
to the young lad who had fallen. 

“Up-si-daisy, hell!” said the five 
year old, “I’m hurt.” 


FEBRUARY ACCIDENT RECORD 


TOTAL 

UNIT ACCIDENTS 
First Division i 1 
Tenth Division 15 
Sixth Division 8 
Seventh Division 9 
Ninth Division 14 
Fifth Division 10 
Fourth Division 5 
Eighth Division 7 
Second Division ii 
Bridge Mte. Dept. 11 
Third Division 10 
Eleventh Division 2 

ALL UNITS 99 


*—Includes one fatality. 


LOST TIME 
INJURIES 


FREQUENCY 
THIS MONTH 
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Thomas H. MacDonald Stresses Need For 
Expansion Of Nation’s Highway System 


oO 


Chicago—Never before in the 
history of the country has the need 
for improvement and expansion of 
the national highway system been 
so urgent as at the present time, 
Commissioner Thomas H. Mac- 
Donald, United States Public Roads 
Administration, told the American 
Road Builders Association conven- 
tion here recently. 


“The enormous volume of traffic 
crowding our main rural roads and 
city streets reflects more accurately 
than any other index the demand 
for adequate highway facilities to 
accommodate the traveling public,” 
he pointed out. 


Lag in construction was reported 
by delegates from many areas. 
Sheafs of data were offered reveal- 
ing the deteriorated state of thou- 
sands of miles of routes and the 
lack of materials and facilities to 
repair them or construct replace- 
ment arteries. 


Steel, Cement Needed 

According to estimates from 
States, at least 400,000 tons of 
structural steel will be required for 
highway building projects planned 
for the fiscal year 1947. Cement re- 
quirements will be 16,646,000 bar- 
rels. At present cement is somewhat 
scarce in some sections of the coun- 
try, particularly in the Southwest, 
and it is believed this situation will 
continue during the first quarter of 
this year. 

Commissioner MacDonald empha- 
sized that “our highways create a 
market for many of our largest 
business concerns, such as the pe- 
troleum, automotive and rubber in- 
dustry, manufacturers of road 
building machinery and the pro- 
ducers of cement, bituminous mate- 
rials, steel and lumber. 

Stabilized Development Need 

“The goal of a stabilized, long- 
term highway development, which 
would carry with it a stabilized 


highway construction industry,’ he 
added, “‘is so desirable that it must 
command our every effort.” 

The convention heard many 
warnings that one of the main ob- 
stacles to road construction was 
rising costs affecting all factors in- 
volved. Contractors declared that 
submitting bids at this time was a 
risk that caused many of them to 
hesitate. 

Commissioner MacDonald pointed 
out that a comparison between 1940 
and 1946 prices in Federal-aid con- 
struction contracts showed wide 
variations. One example cited was 
a rise of 60 per cent in the cost of 
a common excavation. 

Travel volume this year is head- 
ed for a new peak over the 1946 re- 
cord, delegates were told. Last year 
traffic on rural roads and urban 
thoroughfares rose to an all-time 
high of 834 billion vehicle-miles 
from a wartime low of 208 billion 
vehicle-miles in 1943, and exceed- 
ing 1941, the pre-war record year, 
by about one billion miles. 


FEBRUARY ACCIDENT 


(Continued from page one) 
3; operation of machines, 4; mis- 
cellaneous, 10. 

There were 10 eye injuries, 20 
cuts and lacerations, two burns, 28 
bruises and sprains, 12 fractures 
and one internal injury (fatal), 
the safety director said. 


Icy roads caused an increase in 
the number of equipment accidents 
reported in February. Turning, 
backing and skidding resulted in 
the greatest number of equipment 
accidents, Dodge continued. 

“Of the 26 vehicle accidents re- 
ported,” he said, “the responsibility 
was ascribed to our operators in 10 


cases and to the drivers of other 


vehicles in 16 cases.” 
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| Escapes Hit New 
Low During March @ 
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Raleigh“ Only five: five prisoners es- 
caped from the North Carolina pri- 
son system during the first 15 days 
of March, Prison Director Clyde O. 
Robinson has announced. Hight es- 
capees were recaptured during the 
same period. 

Ratings for March 1-15 were: 

Three Stars 
(No Escapes) 

Womans Prison and all others 
with the exception of the following. 
Two Stars 
(One Escape) 

Central Prison, Forsyth 9805, 
Randolph 608, Cumberland 304, 
Warren 115. 

One Star 
(Two Escapes) 
None. 
Non-Star 
(More Than Two Escapes) 
None. 


Outdoor Facts 


A mammal is an animal but not 
all animals are mammals. Mammals 
are warm-blooded, vertebrate crea- 
tors, which bear their young alive 
and feed them at their breasts. 

* * * 

“Precocial” birds are those which 
are able to run about shortly after 
being hatched from the shell and 
are not cared for in the nest by their 
parents. Examples are the bowhite, 
quail, ringnecked pheasant, Hunga- 
rian partridge, ruffed grouse, praire 
chicken, woodcock, jacksnipe and 
killdeer. 

* -* * 

The African black porcupine does 
not use the same method of attack 
as that employed by his North 
American cousin. He charges his 
enemies by running at them back- 
wards. 

* * * 

Game cocks have been known to 
sit and hatch chicks, 

Carey 3 Sa 5 

No report of an eagle carrying off 
a child has ever been substantiated. 
Scientists estimate the lifting power 
of an eagle at not more than seven 
pounds. 


RECOVERED FROM ILLNESS 


Raleigh—E. M. Blalock, super- 
intendent of the mail and stock 
room, has returned to work after 
an illness of three weeks. — 


“Truths are not uttered 


